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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to clarify the relationship between critical thinking orientation and
clinical nursing competence among nurses. We conducted a self-administered questionnaire survey of
330 nurses working for Hospital A with 350 beds. The questionnaire was composed of a critical thinking
orientation scale and a clinical nursing competence self-evaluation scale. The average age and average
years of nursing experience among 149 nurses who returned questionnaires were 35.6+11.97 and
12.4+8.26, respectively. The totality of critical thinking orientation was positively related to all
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competence except for “health promotion”, “care coordination” and “quality improvement” on the

frequency of implementation and all competence except for “health promotion” on the degree of
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achievement in clinical nursing competence self-evaluation. "Objectivity" was positively related to all

competence except for “health promotion” on the frequency of implementation and degree of

achievement in clinical nursing competence self-evaluation. "Inquiry mind" was positively related to all

competence except for “health promotion” and “care coordination” on the frequency of implementation

and all competence except for “health promotion” on the degree of achievement in clinical nursing

competence self-evaluation. This analysis suggests that we need to shed light on critical thinking

orientation for improving clinical nursing competence among nurses.
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