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Abstract
The purpose of this study was to clarify methods of postnatal examination of fetal appendages and to

identify factors which influence these methods. We conducted a survey of nursing professionals, who
perform postnatal examinations of fetal appendages, through questionnaires distributed to 7000
individuals. Of them, 2185 responses were received, corresponding to a response rate of 31.2%. Nurses
were asked to provide details of their examination method per item, the frequency of situations in which
they experienced difficulty in making clear judgments, the educational institution where they were
trained and the methods learned, and their opinion on fetal appendage examinations. Our findings
revealed that common methods existed for a proportion of items in the examination, but different,
comparable methods existed for other items. In some items, it is suggested that improvements in

examination methods are required. Over half of the nurses had experienced difficulty in making clear

1) KIRER KFH#EFAR Osaka Medical College Faculty of Nursing  2) AR X FREAKRFERHBEFZETR
B IEREZEXRFEFHHBEREEEFRE 4EERICELHER 5)NBHFAZABMERSEFHER ILEFwmRE

6) KR KRFEFZRMERMRBEHER i1



KIRERKFEFEFICHGE F 3% (201343 A)

judgments during the examination and there was also a high degree of discord among nurses in the

same institution regarding methods of examination. We surmise that this discord in fetal appendage

examination methods is influenced by where the nurses received training in these methods. It is also

clear from this study that there are conflicting opinions on the importance and necessity of fetal

appendage examinations.
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