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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate whether there was any relationship between the postnatal
examination of fetal appendages and different maternity units. We conducted a survey of maternity
facilities through questionnaires distributed to 1000 hospitals. The response rate was 35%. Hospitals
were asked to provide details of the type of facility and what, if any, special features were present, the
number of annual deliveries, the number of nursing staff, the items checked during fetal appendage
examinations and the criteria for these items on midwives' clinical records. The average number of
examination items was found to be 19.9 + 6.6 (mean + SD). Eleven examination items were observed to
be the same in over 80% of hospitals and approximately half of examination items were different in each
hospital. The findings of this study indicate that there is no relationship between the postnatal

examination of fetal appendages and the type of maternity unit or the special features of the unit. Over
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80% of the facilities used the same criteria in 22 examination items. The criteria for these items were

clear and objective but this does not guarantee that these criteria are appropriate. Our results indicate

that there are significant variations in postnatal examination of fetal appendages in different maternity

units but items of a subjective nature or clinically insignificant items were not observed frequently.
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