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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the influence of the relationship between mothers and the
neighborhood they live in on "the sense of comfort of raising infants in residential areas”. A
cross-sectional study using an anonymous questionnaire was conducted during March and April 2009 in
city A. The survey was conducted as part of a collaborative study with city A in the planning process of
the city’s "Action Plan to Nurture the Next Generation". We mailed a self-administered anonymous
questionnaire to 1,623 randomly selected parents of preschoolers; we received 798 responses. We only
selected those responses that were from mothers, with a final total of 723 respondent mothers. The

results indicated that the relationship between mothers and their neighborhood influenced "the sense of
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comfort of raising infants in residential areas”. It was suggested that people who have some kind of

relationship with their neighborhood, rather than no relationship at all, have a stronger sense of comfort

of raising infants in residential areas. Moreover, the possibility exists that the influence is different

depending on the extent of relationship.
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