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Abstract

Recently, the number of institutions that accept the pediatric nursing program has been decreasing,
while the number of children with special needs has been increasing. In this situation, we have
introduced special school training into the pediatric nursing program. We analyzed the students’
training records to clarify the knowledge that they gained in this practical training and demonstrate its
significance.

The contents of the training records could be roughly classified into the following five categories: (D
Students’ feelings during the practical training, @Students’ impression of children with special needs,

(@How to interact with children with special needs, @Knowledge gained from the teachers’ earnest
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attitude towards education, and (®Knowledge gained from observation of health care programs.

As demonstrated by the above results, in the special school training, nursing students could gain a

better understanding of children with special needs and understand the need for inter-professional

collaboration and the role of nurses through observation of the support that they provided on a daily

basis. The number of facilities requiring pediatric nursing will increase in the future. In this society, the

significance of the introduction of special school training into the pediatric nursing program is that

nursing students can gain knowledge of the continuous inter-professional support provided for children

with special needs in their living environment.
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