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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to clarify how significant it was for family caregivers of elderly people
with dementia, for the medical and welfare workers and local citizens to participate in ‘the Association
of Understanding and Locally Supporting Elderly People with Dementia ’, and how difficult it was for

the community to get going, and to consider in which direction the association should go. We had a semi-
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structural interview with 15 participants in the association and performed qualitative analyses. In result,

as a meaning to participate in the association, 9 items were extracted such as [Establishing the system for

elderly people with dementia to live at home], [Establishment of the community network by the citizens

and the experts], [Giving the information from the experts], [Returning to the starting line as experts].

As the difficulty to get going, 7 items were extracted such as [Deciding the direction and content of

support], [Securing of financing and the place for activity]. These results indicated that there were variety

of purposes to participate in the meeting and such activity could have crucial role to create distinctive

services based on the community needs and to establish the system for elderly people with dementia

to live at home. In order to ongoingly carry out activities, it was supposed to be necessary to decide the

direction and the content of the support and to secure the financing.
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