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Abstract
Previous research has shown that there are 13 factors influencing clinical judgment of nurses in intensive

care ‘knowledge of medicine and nursing’, ‘learning through experience’, ‘patient prognosis’, learning from
senior and other nurses’, ‘adherence to manuals’, ‘confidence in one’s own technical skills’, ‘firm belief in
nursing actions performed’, ‘feeling of responsibility for saving patients’ lives’, ‘flexible response to the
seriousness of patients’ illnesses’, ‘flexible response to patients according to their individuality’, judgment
regarding the right moment to intervene in nursing care’, ‘sufficient patient information’, and ‘alarms and

abnormal sounds from monitors’. The purpose of this study is to reveal the relationship between clinical
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judgment of nurses in intensive care and these 13 factors. We conducted a survey to show the relationship
between these 13 factors and the 40-item Clinical Decision Making in Nursing Scale (CDMNS). The
questionnaire was distributed to 199 nurses in critical care, and their answers were analyzed using a
multiple regression analysis. Three main influencing factors were identified: “flexible response to the

&«

seriousness of patients’illness,” “reasoning-in-transition,” and “alarms and abnormal sounds of monitors.”
However, all factors were shown to have some influence. Therefore, in intensive care, nurses’ clinical
judgment is affected by 13 overlapping factors, ranging from patient severity to feedback from equipment.

These factors must be taken into account to protect the lives of patients in unstable conditions.
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FARIZTDHZE
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