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Abstract

Objective: This study aimed to define the relation between the learning style of nurses and their critical
thinking dispositions (CTDs). Methods: A survey based on self-administered questionnaires was conducted
on nurses in the Kinki area. The questionnaires featured items on personality, Learning Style Inventory, and
CTDs. Data obtained from 225 subjects were statistically analyzed. Results: Most of the surveyed partici-
pants were divergers (diverging style). CTDs included “thinking over carefully” “inquiring mind” “objectiv-
ity” and “awareness of logical thinking”. The total scores for awareness of logical thinking and objectivity

were significantly higher in the executives than in the staff nurses. The total scores for inquiring mind and
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evidence-based mind were significantly higher in the nurses working in hospitals with <500 beds than in the

nurses working in hospitals with >500 beds. We also focused on the relations between the CTDs and diverg-

ing style and between the CTDs and well-balanced style, and we found that there is little difference between

the two. Conclusion: The study results suggest that the diverging style of subjects reflects on their nursing

profession, their job status, and the size of the organization they belong to.
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