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Abstract

Purpose: This study aims to explore the sexuality-related experiences of unmarried young women who un-
derwent surgical treatment for cervical cancer. [Method]Semi-structured interviews were conducted with five
unmarried women aged 20-39 diagnosed with cervical cancer. Data were analyzed qualitatively using the

KJ method. Results: Experiences varied depending on the surgical procedure—radical trachelectomy or total
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hysterectomy. Participants who underwent radical trachelectomy found emotional support from parents and

doctors. Post-surgery, they felt reassured by the ability to engage in sexual activity, the possibility of pregnan-

cy, and the preservation of femininity. Disclosure of illness to partners influenced relationships, with some

struggling to share and others reevaluating their views on marriage and childbearing. Those who underwent

total hysterectomy faced preoperative conflict between survival and preserving the uterus. After surgery, they

experienced comfort in physical intimacy, relief from menstruation, and a sense of retained femininity. How-

ever, concerns about recurrence led to hesitation in romantic relationships and marriage. While they felt sor-

row over infertility, support from close individuals helped some feel liberated from societal pressure to bear

children. Conclusion: For unmarried young women, loss of fertility is a profound issue comparable to a life-

threatening crisis. The study highlights the need for early crisis intervention, decision-making support before

surgery, assistance with partner communication, and sexuality-related support tailored to the surgical method.
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