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Abstract

Purpose: The purpose of this study is to identify issues in nursing of patients with recurrent breast cancer dur-
ing the diagnostic and therapeutic stages as viewed by certified nurse specialists (CNSs) and certified nurses
(CNs) in cancer nursing. Methods: We conducted a focus group interview with CNSs and CNs involved in
recurrent breast cancer patient care. Data was analyzed qualitatively and inductively. Results: We interviewed

seven CNS and eight CN qualified nurses. The identified issues in the nursing practice included [difficulty in
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identifying patients who need support] [difficulty in dealing with symptoms resistant to improvement] [neces-

sity for continued support of patients undergoing long-term medication therapy] [difficulties in decision mak-

ing with support when discontinuing anticancer drug therapy of recurrent breast cancer patients] [difficulties

in end of life care for terminal patients], and more. We also discussed the [necessity of collaboration and

continued support in outpatient units, inpatient units, and chemotherapy units] [Importance of education to

improve practical cancer nursing skills for general nurses], and more. Conclusion: As options for anticancer

drug therapies expand and length of treatment becomes prolongs, issues such as support for long-term treat-

ments, decision making support for discontinuing treatments and end of life care have become a concern. A

thorough understanding of these issues and how to deal with them is crucial in the provision of proper care.
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