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Abstract

Objective: To investigate the characteristics and relationships of dispositions to critical thinking and the
learning styles of nursing students and nurses. Methods: We surveyed nurses employed in hospitals and nurs-
ing college students using a self-administered questionnaire. The survey contained items measuring personal
attributes, the Kolb learning style inventory, and disposition to critical thinking; data obtained from 293 nurs-
es and 90 nursing students were statistically analyzed. Results: On the characteristics of disposition to critical
thinking, nursing students scored higher than nurses on all subscales, and we observed a significant difference
between number of years of nursing experience and position in the subscales on “awareness of logical think-

ing” and “objectivity”. Among both nursing students and nurses, learning styles were commonly divergent,
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and no relationship was observed between learning style and disposition to critical thinking. Conclusion: The

fact that diverging learning styles were common among both nursing students and nurses reflects the state of

nursing education and occupational roles in Japan. The disposition to critical thinking can also be affected by

position and career.
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