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次の英文を読み、下の問いに答えなさい。 

(1)A couple of days ago, I got sick for no apparent reason, and vomited until I was 

weak. My head ached, I was dizzy and my blood pressure jumped. A(n) (  ア  ) care 

office sent me to the emergency room, and the ER sent me to the hospital, where I was 

admitted (  A  ) dozens of tests and procedures. 

They ruled (  B  ) stroke, heart failure, kidney disease and lung problems. I stayed 

overnight and was sent home, problem unsolved. My share of the emergency room bill 

was $125 (¥19,500). I haven’t received the hospital bill yet.  

The only thing left untested was a(n) (  イ  ) sinus condition. Without a solution, 

they suggested I see an ear, nose and throat doctor. But when I called (  C  ) the ENT 

office, they said the first available appointment was in October!  

(2)It got me to thinking about health care in the U.S. Even with my insurance, I am 

going to get stiff co-pays for the hospital bill. But when a doctor can’t give you an 

appointment for the next five months, the medical system is in bigger trouble than the 

patient.  

(3)The U.S. is ranked the worst among 11 of the richest nations in the world for 

affordability, administrative efficiency, equity and outcomes, according to the 

Commonwealth Fund, a prestigious private U.S. foundation. 

It astounds me that we are the only rich nation without (  ウ  ) health care or access 

for all our citizens, according to the Commonwealth Fund. While we have many private 

insurance companies and some public programs, Americans do not see doctors as often as 

patients elsewhere, and we have a below-average number of physicians. 

Perhaps we do not see doctors because the cost is so (  エ  ). Americans spend more 

on health care and have the worst health outcomes among rich countries, according to Dr. 

Georges Benjamin, executive director of the American Public Health Association.  

Speaking (  D  ) CNN last year, he said that “our public health system is fractured, 

and we don’t do enough (4)preventive care.” Other rich nations “spend their money on 

providing upfront support for their citizens. We spend our money on sick care,” he added. 

Japan has had full health care coverage for almost 60 years. At half the cost of the 

U.S. system, it produces better medical outcomes. 

COVID-19 was supposed to equalize health care among nations, but it didn’t. If 

anything, it exposed America’s shameful problems. And as the politics of this country 

continues to move to the right, the government supports fewer nets to catch those (  E  ) 

need of care. 

I wish I could offer a(n) (  オ  ) solution. This country is (  E  ) need of serious 

reform. If a worldwide pandemic didn’t bring reform, what will? We need answers soon.  

(The Japan Times alpha, June 21 2024; 一部改変) 
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問１ 下線部（１）を日本語に訳しなさい。 

 

問２ （  ア  ）から（  オ  ）に入るべき語を選択肢から選び、記号で 

答えなさい。なお、各選択肢は一度しか使えません。 

 

   1) chronic 2) high 3) hopeful  

 4) universal 5) urgent 

 

問３ （  A  ）から（  E  ）に入るべき語を選択肢から選び、記号で 

答えなさい。なお、各選択肢は一度しか使えません。 

 

   1) for 2) in 3) out 4) to 5) up  

 

問４ 下線部（２）が指す内容を具体的に日本語で説明しなさい。 

 

問５ 下線部（３）を日本語に訳しなさい。 

 

問６ 本文中で下線部（４）と同じ意味で使われている表現（2 語）を 

書き抜きなさい。 

 

 

 

 


