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My visit to OMC

I'm Richard Tan Chin Hwee, a Chemist for the Industrial Hygiene Analytical Laboratory (IHAL)
under Industrial Hygiene Division in the Malaysian National Institute of Occupational Safety and
Health which is more popularly known as NIOSH Malaysia. NIOSH Malaysia plays an active role in
the promotion of Occupational Safety and Health (OSH) in Malaysia. Its functions rest more on the
education and information aspects of occupational safety and health as compared to the Department
of Occupational Safety and Health (DOSH), which is the Government’s enforcement arm. The four
main functions of NIOSH are training, consultancy, research and development and information

dissemination in the areas of Occupational Safety and Health. NIOSH, in this respect, actually

(53]
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complements DOSH efforts to enforce the Malaysian Occupational Safety and Health Act passed by
Parliament in 1994.

As part of the NIOSH-JICA project on Capacity Building of NIOSH Malaysia, | was given the
privilege to visit the Osaka Medical College from 22 till 26" March 2004. This visit was arranged
by JICA as part of my individual training in Japan.

My visit was welcomed by Professor Koichi Kono and Dr. Takashi Kawasaki with most warm and
sweet hospitality. | had the visit to Osaka Medical College’s facilities both the OMC Hospital and
the OMC campus. The OMC Hospital plays an important role in the eyes of patients as OMC
Hospital has the highly specialised doctor around with well equipment of medical instruments.
With the increasing crowd of patients, OMC Hospital is in the progress of expanding the hospital
building to accommodate and providing a more comfortable environment for the patients. | foresee
that the management of the OMC Hospital is dedicated in providing a better place for both the
patients and the employees in the hospital.

On the other hand, the OMC campus has a
very conducive environment for studying and
doing research. The Head of the librarian Mr.
Shuji Mogi has shown me the library that has
been designed considerably to give students
the warm feeling ambient. He also showed the
collection of various journals, encyclopedia,

reference book and etc. Well, such environment

will induce the students to perform and excel in 00000000 Richard Tan Chin Hweel
their academic.

I would like to take this opportunity to express my appreciation to Prof Kono, Dr. Dote, Dr.
Usuda and also Dr. Kawasaki for the presentation, lectures and visitation. In the presentation and
lectures, | don’t only gain the knowledge but also the inspiration to research further in those
several topics related to the Occupational Safety and Health (OSH); especially “Health Effect of
Flouride Exposure and Analytical Methods for Flouride”, ICP-AES instrumentation and etc.

During my training in OMC, field and factory visit were also being arranged for my practical
exposure. It was also impressive to observe the facilities and know the commitment from the
company toward Occupational Safety and Health (OSH). For example, the Occupational Medicine
Centre of Matsushita Electronics factory has the complete equipments from the basics medicines

prescription till further complicated check up like endoscopy facilities, X-ray and etc. | also visited

(54



gobggooogoobood

some private Occupational Medicine Centre that | get to know that their facilities and the
employees there are all very professional in this OSH related matters. All of these contacts and
visits give a great opening of my perception and mind that | can look forward for future
collaboration.

Beside of that, | was also being treated as a tourist as | was brought to visit the beautiful City of
Kyoto. The visit gave a better understanding of Kyoto and Japan as a whole. Therefore, | once again
express my deep sincere thank you for such a warm and sweet hospitality.

It's NIOSH’s mission to be the partner to enhance occupational safety and health and Osaka

Medical College will surely an ideal one.

Mr. RICHARD TAN CHIN HWEE

Industrial Hygiene Executive cum Chemist

Industrial Hygiene Analytical Laboratory (IHAL)

Industrial Hygiene Division

National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH)
26" MARCH 2004.

Takatsuki-city.
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